Democracy notes
Origin:
The word democracy originates from ancient Greek, combining demos (meaning "the common people" or "whole citizen body") and kratos (meaning "rule" or "power"). Emerging in 5th-century BCE Athens, demokratia meant "rule by the people," a direct system where citizens, excluding women, slaves, and foreigners, voted on legislation. 
Components:
Demos: The people/citizenry.
Kratos/Kratia: Rule, power, or authority.
Origin Context: First coined in Ancient Athens, often considered the birthplace of direct democracy. 
Contextual Evolution:
While the concept originated in Athens to define a government run by its citizens rather than a king or elite class, it has evolved over thousands of years to include representative and modern democracy models.
Meaning of Democracy 
The simplest definition of modern democracy is that “Democracy is a form of government in which the rulers are elected by the people.”  So elections become the necessary and basic condition of modern democracy. In fact, voting by all adults is the main feature which separates democracy from other forms of government, like a monarchy or rule by the elite.
Former President of the United States of America, Abraham Lincoln, and defined democracy as democracy is “the government of the people, by the people, and for the people.”This definition emphasises participation, representation, and welfare of the people.
 History shows that elections alone are not sufficient to ensure democracy. A dictator, like Hitler or Mussolini, were elected by the people but at some stag they started acting in a manner in which the policies are not meant for the welfare of the people but to ceases democracy.
DIFFERENT KINDS OF DEMOCRACY:
Democracy can be simply divided into two categories: 
*Direct democracy 
 *Indirect democracy 
Meaning
Direct Democracy
Direct democracy is a system where people directly participate in decision-making. Citizens vote on laws and policies themselves without intermediaries.
 Example: Ancient Athens where citizens directly voted on important issues.

Representative Democracy/ Indirect Democracy 
Representative democracy is a system where people elect representatives who make decisions and laws on their behalf.
 Example: Countries like India, where citizens elect MPs and MLAs.

Difference of Direct democracy and Indirect Democracy 

	Basis
	Direct democracy 
	Indirect democracy 

	Decision-making
	People take decisions themselves
	Elected representatives take decisions

	Participation
	High, direct involvement
	Indirect involvement through voting

	Suitability
	Works in small populations
	Suitable for large countries

	Speed of decisions
	Can be slow (everyone involved)
	Faster (decisions by leaders)

	Examples
	Ancient Athens, referendums, Switzerland. (Gram Sava in Panchayati Raj system in India).
	India, UK, USA



